. Quantum yield (QY) of GQDs. Quinine sulfate (QY= 0.54) in 0.5 M H 2 SO 4 was chosen as the reference standard for the blue-fluorescent GQDs, coumarin 153 (QY= 0.38) in ethanol for the yellow one, and perylene (QY= 0.92) in ethanol for the green one. The quantum yield of GQDs in water was calculated from UV-vis absorption and PL spectra according to the following equation:
Where Φ, A, F, and n are the quantum yield, the absorbance at the excitation wavelength, the area under the emission curve, and the refractive index of the solvents used, respectively.
Subscript and refer to the reference standard and to GQDs, respectively. 
